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SUBJECT: THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS AT SFM 

REF: SINAI 640 

1 . YOU WILL RECALL THAT, DURING THE COURSE OF MY TESTIMONY 
BEFORE THE HAMILTON SUBCOMMITTEE, THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE 
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN OUR EFFORTS TO REDUCE THE NUMB- 
ERS OF AMERICANS AT SFM THROUGH HIRING THIRD COUNTRY 
NATIONALS. AT THAT TIME, MY RESPONSE TO THE MEMBERS' 

QUERIES WAS BASED ON THE INFORMATION YOU HAD PROVIDED, 

NAMELY THAT THE ISSUE HAD BEEN DISCUSSED INFORMALLY WITH 
THE PARTIES, BOTH OF WHOM WERE DECIDEDLY COOL TOWARD THE 
IDEA. 

2. THE FOREGOING NOTWITHSTANDING, AND WHILE MINDFUL OF 
THE VARIED PROBLEMS INVOLVED, AS WE DISCUSSED DURING YOUR 
RECENT CONSULTATION AND AS MENTIONED IN MY MARCH 4 LETTER, 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE WORTHWHILE TO HAVE A MORE EXPLICIT 
RECORD OF THE VIEWS OF THE TWO PARTIES ON THIS ISSUE. 

THEREFORE, I WOULD LIKE YOU TO SEEK AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY 
TO RAISE WITH LEVINSON AND MAGDUB, OR HIS SUCCESSOR, 

THE POSSIBILITY OF E-SYSTEMS EMPLOYING A SMALL NUMBER OF 
THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS TO WORK AT SFM. 
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3. IN YOUR CONVERSATIONS, YOU SHOULD NOTE THAT THIS 
MATTER IS BEING RAISED BECAUSE OF A SPECIFIC REQUIREMENT 
IN PL 94-1 10 THAT SSM EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF REPLAC- 
ING AMERICANS IN THE SINAI WITH NATIONALS OF OTHER 
COUNTRIES. IF ACCEPTABLE TO THE TWO SIDES AND TO THE 

UN, WE WOULD ENVISAGE ONLY A MODEST SUBSTITUTION OF THIRD 
COUNTRY NATIONALS IN ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT POSITIONS- 
E.G., DRIVER, COOK, CUSTODIANS, ETC. WE WOULD, OF COURSE, 

NOT CONSIDER FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYONE FROM A COUNTRY WHICH 
DOES NOT HAVE DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH BOTH PARTIES. 

4. IF POSSIBLE, I WOULD LIKE YOU TO RAISE THIS ISSUE WITH 

THE EGYPTIANS AND THE ISRAELIS BEFORE MY FORTHCOMING VISIT 
AND INDICATE THAT I WILL BE PLEASED TO REVIEW WITH THEM 
AT THAT TIME THE REASONS FOR CONSIDERING SUCH ACTION. 

VANCE 
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NNN 
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